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Mississippi had an estimated 301 homeless families on a single

night in 2009, with providers serving nearly three times their bed
capacity over the course of the year.! This brief summarizes some
of the state’s public and private initiatives to assist these families.
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Mississippi United to End Homelessness*

*Corresponds to the Balance of State Continuum of Care, which comprises areas of Mississippi that are not included in a regional or local CoC.

Rebuilding Homeless Housing Services After Hurricane Katrina

In addition to destroying businesses, infrastructure, and traditional residences,
Hurricane Katrina decreased the available stock of homeless family housing units
in the Gulf Coast Continuum of Care (CoC) in August 2005. Comprised of Pearl
River, Stone, George, Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson counties, the Gulf Coast
CoC was the hardest-hit area in Mississippi. Of the 61,386 housing units severely
damaged or completely destroyed by Hurricane Katrina statewide, 52,512 (85.5%)
were located in Hancock, Harrison, and Jackson counties. Homeless housing pro-
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grams experienced a loss of 42 emergency, transitional, and permanent supportive

have rebuilt 21 family units using both private and government funds.’
www.icpny.org

Stewpot Community Services

Stewpot Community Services is a collaborative effort between seven local churches

to serve homeless individuals and families in the City of Jackson. Stewpot

Partners to End Homelessness

The National Survey of Programs
and Services for Homeless Families
is an online resource for service
providers, advocates, researchers,
and public policy makers working
in the field of family homelessness.
The Web site provides a state-by-
state snapshot of the intercon-
nections between governmental
and nonprofit work to end family
homelessness. For additional
information on Mississippi and
other states, visit www.icprwb.org
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manages Matt’s House, the only emergency shelter for homeless families in Jack-
son. Serving over 300 women and children annually, Matt's House provides hous-
ing and employment counseling; parenting, budgeting, and computer classes; and
transportation assistance. Stewpot also provides transitional housing for mothers
and their children through Sims House. The 60 residents who stay at Sims House
each year are required to participate in group and individual therapy, conduct job
searches, learn about financial management, and assist in household chores. The
Neighborhood Children’s Program (NCP), Stewpot’s after-school program and
summer camp, serves over 200 homeless and low-income children in kindergarten
through twelfth grade yearly. The program’s staff provides tutoring and recre-
ation in a safe environment. While homeless students often fall behind in school,
twelfth-grade NCP participants graduate at the same rate as their housed peers. ®

The Effect of Homelessness on Family Stability in Hinds County

In January 2010, the Hinds County Continuum of Care (CoC) administered sut-
veys addressing issues of family stability during periods of homelessness as part of
its annual point-in-time count. Parents were asked if their minor children always,
sometimes, or never lived with them while they were homeless. Of 83 sheltered
respondents who currently have or previously had children under age 18, less than
two-fifths (39.8%) answered never, while nearly 90% (89.8%) of 206 unsheltered
parents answered never” Parents who did not live with their children have most
often been separated due to loss of custody or the willingness of a friend or family
member to house their children.

How Often Children Remain with a Parent During Periods of
Homelessness in Hinds County

(by shelter status)
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Source: Partners to End Homelessness, 2010 Point-In-Time Count Report. Statistics for Hinds County include Copiah,
Madison, Rankin, and Warren counties.

Reasons for Homelessness in Hinds County

In January 2010, Hinds County asked 164 sheltered persons what factors con-
tributed to their homelessness. Survey participants could choose more than one
response and most often reported job loss (37.2% of respondents), substance abuse
(28.7%), family disruptions such as separations and deaths (22.6%), domestic
violence (13.4%), and insufficient wages (11.6%) as the top factors that led to their
homelessness. Four years after Hurricane Katrina, very few (1.8%) reported a natu-
ral disaster as a contributing cause."

Available Homeless Family Housing Units
in the Gulf Coast

(by shelter type and year)
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Source: U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, HUD's
2005-09 CoC Homeless Assistance Programs— Housing Inventory
Chart Reports.
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